
The 1920s
Unit 6



Standard:
US.31      Describe the impact of new technologies of the era, including the advent 
of air travel and spread of electricity.



Electricity
● The spread of electricity had a significant impact on the economy by 

transforming both domestic and commercial spheres of society
➢ Production of domestic, labor-saving  appliances  (washing machines, 

dishwashers, vacuums, etc.)
○ Allowed people to have more free time to pursue entertainment 

➢ Impacted the entertainment scene (TV & Radio shows and movies)
➢ Electric assembly lines led to mass production 



Mass Production
● Factories became automated
● Machines and other improved 

manufacturing techniques meant 
that huge amounts of goods could 
be made at a fraction of the cost

● The moving assembly line divided 
operations into simple tasks 



Turn and Talk: 
How do you think improving mass 

production techniques affected 
new technologies of the time?



Airplane Travel 
● After the Wright Brothers first successful flight in 1903, the aviation industry 

began developing 
● 1918: the postmaster general introduced the first airmail service 
● By 1928 48 airlines were serving 355 American cities



Innovations in Food Processing and Packaging
● Women were growing weary of preparing foods from scratch, and 

ready-to-cook foods were becoming more available
● World War I brought about new methods of food processing, including 

canned and frozen foods
● Processed food ads promised to save time for housewives
● Gas stoves, electric refrigerators and other kitchen tools and appliances 

were in more and more homes, so more types of food could be purchased 
and stored



Processed Foods from the 1920s:
● Baby Ruth candy bar
● Wonder Bread
● Yoo-Hoo beverage
● VanCamp’s canned pork and beans
● Reese’s peanut butter cups
● Welch’s grape jelly
● Popsicles
● Wheaties
● Kool-Aid
● Peter Pan peanut butter
● Velveeta cheese



In-Class Assignment: 

Complete the Inventions of the 1920’s Chart Worksheet. 



Exit Ticket: 

1. Which economic problem did 
advances in motorized farming 
technology create in the 1920s?

a. Increased production which resulted in 
lower farm prices.

b. Decreased product diversity which 
contributed to crop failures.

c. Increased demand for land which led to 
higher taxes on farm property.

d. Decreased need for labor which resulted 
in mass unemployment.

2. Which development is associated 
with the rise of airplane travel 
during the 1920s?

a. faster delivery of mail
b. a concern about pollution
c. a decline in automobile use
d. lower migration to western states


