
The Holocaust 
European Jews During WWII 

Unit 8 



Standard: 

US.47      Analyze the response of the U.S. to the plight of European 
Jews before the start of the war, the U.S. liberation of concentration 
camps during the war, and the immigration of Holocaust survivors 
after the war. 
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Holocaust Quick Facts 

• What: Was the mass murder of over 6 million people by the German Nazi 
regime during WWII

• Who: European Jews, as well as millions of others, including Gypsies and 
homosexuals

• Why:  Hitler and the Nazis thought Jews were an inferior race, an alien threat 
to German racial purity and community

• How: Was Hitler’s “final solution”– had mass killing centers constructed in the 
concentration camps of occupied Poland
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The Beginning 

• On 4/7/1933, Hitler removed all non-Aryans from the government. This was 
the start of his sinister plan to attack those of other ethnicities and those 
deemed undesirable by Hitler. 

• In 1935, the Nuremberg Laws were passed. Jews lost property, citizenship, 
and had to wear the Star of David. 
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Jews had to wear the Star 
of David in Germany and 
were treated like second 
class citizens. 
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Jews were forced to 
relocate to concentration 
camps



Concentration Camps 

• The first official concentration camp opened at 
Dachau (near Munich) in March 1933

• By July 1933, German concentration camps 
held some 27,000 people in “protective 
custody”

• From 1933 to 1939, hundreds of thousands of 
Jews who were able to leave Germany did, 
while those who remained lived in a constant 
state of uncertainty and fear
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Eventually, Jews were 
even forced to leave 

their homes and live in 
concentration camps. 

Millions were murdered 
in these camps. 
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Concentration camp 
locations  during the 
height of the war 
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Not only did these people have to endure physical torture, they 

also endured the psychological torture of being

separated from their children.



Auschwitz 

• Since June 1941, experiments with mass 
killing methods had been ongoing at the 
concentration camp of Auschwitz, near 
Krakow

• First time Nazis used pesticides to kill 
people in gas chambers
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Death Camps 

• Beginning in late 1941, the Germans began mass 
transports from the ghettoes in Poland to the 
concentration camps, starting with those people 
viewed as the least useful: the sick, old and weak 
and the very young

• From 1942 to 1945, Jews were deported to the 
camps from all over Europe, including German-
controlled territory as well as those countries allied 
with Germany

• Though the Nazis tried to keep operation of camps 
secret, the scale of the killing made this virtually 
impossible. Eyewitnesses brought reports of Nazi 
atrocities in Poland to the Allied government's

• Thousands died of starvation or disease
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Human beings were systematically 

murdered in the concentration camps. 
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To dispose of the millions of bodies piling up, crematories 

were built.  Some people were even burned 

alive in the crematories. 
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The Nazis would intentionally starve 

those inside the concentration camps. 
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Once the Allies liberated the camps, they had to dispose of 

the massive amount of corpses left from 

the wicked actions of the Nazis. 



The Allies Response 

• The Allies were harshly criticized after the war for their failure to 
respond, or to publicize news of the mass slaughter

• The lack of action was likely mostly due to:
• the Allied focus on winning the war at hand

• general incomprehension with which news of the Holocaust was met

• denial and disbelief that such atrocities could be occurring on such a scale
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Once Germany lost WW II, the Allies 

arrived and liberated the camps. 


